
























VFW Auxiliary Department of New York - June 2025 Officer and Program Chairman Reports 
100th Annual Conven�on, June 11-15, 2025 

Department Conductor Report 
 
Madam President Darlene, Madam Past Na�onal President Jane, Line Officers, Past Department 
Presidents, and members of the great Department of New York, I herewith submit my final report: 

In June 2024, I was elected as the Department of NY VFW Auxiliary Conductor, at the 99th Annual 
Department Conven�on in Albany, NY.  My hear�elt thanks goes out to District 4 President Marcia 
Williams for a wonderful nomina�on, and to my en�re Auxiliary family for their confidence in me.  My 
second year thru the Department chairs has been extremely enlightening, as I con�nue to gain 
knowledge and acclimate myself to the du�es ahead of me.  I am also most grateful for the opportunity 
to forge new friendships with members across the Department and learn all about their home Districts. 

As Conductor, I represented the Department of NY at many events; beginning with the VFW Auxiliary 
Na�onal Conven�on, July 2024, in Louisville, KY.  I was also appointed by Na�onal President Brenda 
Bryant to serve as the Na�onal Legisla�ve Ambassador for the 2024-2025 year.  This was in and of itself a 
most rewarding experience, but the fact that I also represented our great Department of New York, 
made it even beter.  Every �me I spoke about what department I was from put a huge smile on my face! 

The Annual CAFÉ event held at the VFW Na�onal Home in September 2024 was a big highlight of my 
year.  Although I was not able to walk in the parade with my fellow New Yorkers due to my Ambassador 
obliga�ons at the CAFÉ, I was proud to represent New York and cheer on our Department President 
when she was announced during the official ceremony. 

Also in September, I joined Department President Darlene as she hosted our Na�onal President Brenda’s 
visit in Buffalo and Niagara Falls.  We had a great �me watching Brenda change the colors of the Falls! 

Fall Conference was held in October 2024, but my du�es were light because we did not do floor work. 

In November 2024, I atended the annual Eastern States Conference in Burlington, VT, where I was part 
of President Darlene’s Buddy Poppy/Na�onal Home skit during the program por�on of the conference. 

The Na�onal Mid-Winter Conference in Cancun, February 2025, was one of the most relaxing events of 
the year.  We missed President Darlene, but we s�ll had a great turnout of New York members. 

This year, the VFW and Auxiliary had separate Spring Conferences, but I was able to atend both.  At the 
Auxiliary Spring Conference, held March 2025 in Binghamton, I conducted all floor work as prescribed, 
and was accompanied by a fantas�c floor team!  At the VFW Spring Conference, held April 2025 in 
Corning, I supported the Service Officers Dinner and winners of the VOD and PP Scholarship awards. 

Also in April 2025, I had the honor of represen�ng President Darlene at the District 6 Conven�on in 
Mayville, NY.  I delivered her message of well wishes and was extremely humbled by their hospitality. 

In addi�on to Department Conductor, I completed another year as the Aux News Editor and Department 
Webmaster.  At OTI last August 2024, I conducted training sessions for both the website and Aux News. 

In closing, I would like to thank President Darlene for giving me the opportunity to be part of her Team!  I 
would also like to thank the members of the Department of New York Auxiliary, especially my Auxiliary 
7227, for their faith and confidence in me.  I wish President Darlene and her chairmen much success in 
Columbus at the Na�onal Conven�on and I look forward to serving the Department again next year! 

Loyally Submited, 
DeeDee Guyete, Conductor 
Aux News Editor and Department Webmaster 

































Cancer Grant Donation Fund Report 
100th State Convention - Council of Administration June 11-15, 2025-Albany, NY 

 
To the Officers and Members assembled at our 100th State Convention of the Department of New 

York VFW Auxiliary convened in Albany, New York from June 11-15, 2025, I herewith submit my 
Chairman's report. 

Department President Darlene Baker chairmanship of the "Cancer Grant Donation Fund" has 
been very rewarding during the Auxiliary Year of 2024-2025. I began the year with an article for the 
Guidebook that outlined the procedure that allows for Auxiliaries to donate to the Cancer Grant 
Donation Fund and also participate in two Dept of NY Cancer Program Raffles. I introduced a new 
process for this year wherein a donation decision is voted upon at your Auxiliary meeting. With that 
result, the Auxiliary Treasurer can enter that amount through his National VFW Auxiliary MALTA 
"Make A Donation" level and it will be accepted. This is a more streamlined action and then a 
notification can be sent to me for reporting each Auxiliary's monetary participation. And those 
responses and donations were amazing and showed our Membership's dedication to supporting the 
mission of "Erasing CANCER" soon and contribute to our National program. 

By the Fall Conference, President Darlene and I were so delighted by the many 'Grocery Bags' 
filled with items that celebrated our Auxiliary's 100th birthday. They came to the table and were 
hung on the clothes rack for display. What wonderful imaginations our members have demonstrated. 
Also, while at the table, members bought tickets to win one, or more of the Grocery Bags. 

As the months went by, the donations designated through the National MALTA entries continued 
and their donation participation was recorded. We were asked through the Auxiliary News articles to 
support, show kindness and compassion to our family, friends and others as they receive treatments 
to fight Cancer. And then, a repeat response was felt at our Spring Conference in Binghamton, NY 
with the 11 District Presidents being asked to submit "Hot Air Ballon" replicas. Again, with items 
celebrating NY VFW Auxiliary 100th Anniversary and of course, dedication to our hero Veterans & 
their families. Those were 'one of a kind' replicas - even a glass fishbowl filled with 100 one-dollar 
bills. They inspired attendees to purchase the raffle tickets and winners were delighted with the 
many items contained in each "Hot Air Balloon." 

I am very proud of how our NY VFW Auxiliaries supported the Cancer Grant Donation Fund 
program and thank them for its success again this year. Congratulations to all my Auxiliary Brothers 
and Sisters on their ease to process their donation s via MALTA and/or snail mail. We all know this 
has kept our Member Cancer Grants [two within their lifetime] available to our members as they file 
the lifetime Grant application. 

And of course, thanx to Department President Darlene for your confidence in my ability to 
conduct this year's Cancer Grant Donation Fund. Please take care and keep kindness to all during 
your life ... 

 
Loyally, Phyl Roseboom, Cancer Grant Donation Fund Chairman 
























