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2025-2026 OFFICERS 

President:  Aurelia Taylor 
17 Old Portage Road  Apt. B 
Westfield, NY  14787 
(716) 269-4041 
aureliataylor@yahoo.com 
 
Sr. Vice:  Monica Heitzenrater 
238 West Main Street 
Gowanda, NY  14070 
(716) 720-1313 
monicakenney54@gmail.com 
 
Jr. Vice:  Patricia Measer 
5430 Maple Springs Ellery Rd 
(716) 450-9055 
aoede2149@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary:  Deborah L. Cenni 
36 Parkside Street 
Mayville, NY  14757 
(716) 753-3757 
bigbear2102@fairpoint.net 
 
Treasurer:  Chris Leavor 
2027 Cemetery Hill Road 
Franklinville, NY  14737 
(716) 676-2400 
CAL2027@hotmail.com 
 
Chaplain:  Steven Kemna 
600 Aurora Street 
Lancaster, NY  14086 
(716) 684-9369 
skemna@roadrunner.com 
 
Conductor:  Beth Ecker 
2501 Busti Stillwater Road 
Jamestown, NY  14701 
(716) 450-5817 
Cas_per_68@hotmail.com 
 
Guard:   
 
 
 
 
 
Department of NY Treasurer 
After 5 PM daily or weekends 
Kim White 
1799 Fred Road 
Schenectady, NY  12303 
(518) 275-7283 
kwhitewvlt@aol.com 

 
Dear District 6 Presidents and Auxiliary Members, 
 

I hope everyone survived the mountains of snow and severe cold spells these past 
few months.  Hopefully Spring and warmer weather will be here soon. 
 

The 2026 Podium edition is available for purchase from the VFW store or for 
download to your computer through MALTA.  Refer to page 2 of this newsletter 
for the President’s and Chaplain’s ritual wording for the opening. 
 

Thank you to those who attended the Zoom meeting on January 14th regarding the 
new membership application.  A copy of the membership application is attached to 
this newsletter.  Effective January 1, 2026 use only the REVISED JANUARY 
2026 form (check the lower right hand corner of the application).  Any other 
application form used will be returned which may delay processing new members.      
 

Our District 6 Spring Meeting is March 7, 2026 hosted by Felton Burns VFW 
Post #5260 (Springville) at 11 AM.  Trustees should arrive early to conduct an 
audit.  Program Chairmen, please email your reports to Secretary Debbie Cenni by 
March 1st.  If you are unable to attend the Department Spring Conference in 
Corning on March 27 and 28, but would like to donate $10 scratch off tickets 
(Ways & Means) and/or $10 National gift cards (BP/NH), bring them to the 
District meeting and I will deliver donations for you to the Department Chairmen.   
 

District 6 Convention is April 24 and 25 at the Lake Chautauqua Memorial 
Post #8647 in Mayville.  The main meeting is on Saturday which starts with the 
Joint Memorial Service at 9 AM.  Packets were emailed by the District Secretary 
and a printed copy will be provided for each Auxiliary at the March meeting.  Save 
stamps!  Bring forms and checks for registration, lunch and dinner to the Spring 
District meeting on March 7th.    
 

Resignations were recently received from District Chaplain and District Guard.  If 
you are interested to run for a District 6 Line Officer for 2026-2027, please email 
your Auxiliary’s letter of endorsement to Secretary Debbie Cenni preferably before 
the March 7th meeting.  Nomination and Election of 2026-2027 Officers will be 
held during the Convention meeting on April 25th. 
 

There is still time to send your nomination for Member of the Year to Chris Leavor 
before the April 1st deadline.  Save a stamp and bring the completed form to the 
Spring District Meeting on March 7th.  If you need a copy of the form, contact 
Debbie Cenni and she will email it to you.   
 

Thank you for entering deceased members in Malta.  The District Convention 
Memorial Booklet will include names of deceased members entered in Malta from 
April 16, 2025 to April 15, 2026.  Contact Debbie Cenni if you need assistance. 
 

It is important to submit quarterly audits to Department Treasurer Kim White in a 
timely manner.  Fourth quarter audits (Oct. 1 to Dec. 31) were due February 28th.  
Contact me if your Auxiliary needs assistance with audits.  There are Deputy 
Chiefs of Staff ready, willing and able to assist you!     

One last quick reminder!  In order for your Auxiliary to qualify for Department 
Program awards, end of year Program Reports must be received by the Department 
Chairman prior to April 15.  The best way to send them is by email. 
 

See everyone soon!  Stay safe and Always Stay True to Our Red, White, and Blue!
     Aurelia Taylor, District 6 President 
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MEMBER AND OFFICER RESOURCES ARE 
AVAILABLE IN MALTA!!! 

 
2026 Podium Edition is found under Member 
Resources in Malta and is also available for purchase 
from the VFW Store.   
 
Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation contains 
valuable material for every member and officer.    
 
Effective January 1, 2026, the Chaplain and President 
have new wording under Opening Ceremonies as 
follows:   
OPENING PRAYER:  Chaplain: 
Please join me in prayer to the extent that your 
religious and/or personal beliefs will allow.  
 
President: Brothers and Sisters, we are assembled 
again to transact business.  Do not let petty jealousies 
or trivial personalities influence our deliberations.  
Let us uphold always the obligations of unselfish 
fellowship and loyalty to our organization.  I now 
declare this Auxiliary meeting open ... for” 
 
Debbie Cenni has searched the District 6 membership 
roster for deceased members from age 106 years old to 
78 years old.  Thank you to District 6 Auxiliaries for  
reporting their deceased members in Malta.   
 
The Convention Memorial Booklet includes names of 
deceased members entered from April 16, 2025 to 
April 15, 2026.  If you need assistance with finding a 
deceased member, contact Debbie Cenni.    
 
WE’RE GOING TO THE DOGS!  See the attached 
flyer regarding “Spring Conference Dog Parade.” 
 

President Aurelia will collect your $5 registration fee 
and dog at the Spring meeting in Springville.  Dogs 
will then be brought back from Spring Conference in 
Corning and donated locally.   

• District 6 Spring Meeting – March 7, 2026 – Felton 
Burns VFW #5260 (Springville) at 11 AM.  Trustees 
should arrive prior to the meeting to conduct an audit.  
Program Chairmen should email their report to District 
Secretary Debbie Cenni by March 1st.  Reports will be 
distributed at the meeting.  They will not be read!  
Ways & Means Chairman Patricia Measer will hold a 
50/50 at this meeting.        
 

• 2026 District 6 Convention – April 24 and 25, 2026 
at the VFW Post 8647 in Mayville.  Packets were 
emailed in January and a printed packet will be 
distributed to each Auxiliary at the Spring meeting.  Be 
sure to adhere to deadlines.   
 

Note!  Registration does NOT include lunch or dinner.  
Buffet style lunch will be available for $10.  Dinner 
tickets are $30 each.  Contact Beth Ecker or Debbie 
Cenni if you have any questions.   
 

Each Auxiliary is asked to bring a basket or items for a 
Chinese auction to the Convention.  See Patricia 
Measer if you have      

• Dept of NY Spring Conference – March 27 and 28, 
2026 at the Radisson Hotel in Corning.  Packets were  
emailed to Auxiliaries by Dept Secretary Chris Leavor. 
Deadline is March 16th to pre-register and/or reserve a 
Garden Party Luncheon ticket for Saturday and/or 
purchase a Service Officer Dinner ticket.    
 

SCHOLARSHIPS!  Many local schools will be on 
spring break on March 31st.  It is up to the Local 
Auxilairy to send their winning entry(ies) to the 
Dept. Chairman before April 15th.   
District judging will be done via photograph.  Email a 
picture of the winning entry(ies) to the District 
Chairman as soon as local judging is completed.   
  

March 31st is the deadline to submit Young American 
Creative Patriotic Art and 3-D Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest entries to a local Auxiliary.  Email a picture of 
the winning entry to District 6 Scholarships Chairman 
Debbie Cenni as soon as local judging is complete.        
 

Illustrating America is a Youth Activities Program 
Contest and is broken down into three grade divisions:  
K-2; 3-5; and 6-8.  March 31st is the deadline for 
students to submit entries to a local Auxiliary.  Email a 
picture of the winning entry, for each grade division, to 
D6 Youth Activities Chairman Ruth Huber as soon as 
local judging is complete.   



 



 
 



SPRING CONFERENCE DOG PARADE 
 

Come One,  Come Al l ! !  
Bring Your Stuffed Dogs, Big or Small!! 

 
A $5 registra9on fee will be charged PER dog and PER category. 

The 5 Categories will be:  
Most Patrio9c 
Most Unique 

Biggest 
Smallest 
SoJest 

 

Each registered dog will receive a one-of-a-kind Buddy Poppy Bandana, 
signed by “Honor”, and a ?n tab poppy. 

Dogs may be registered in as many categories as the owner wishes.  
 

Tickets will be sold to vote for the winner of each category.  
 

Dogs may be kept or donated to a local fire department or 
police sta?on aEer event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


